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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (currently amended) A frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor assembled with 
a lockbar , the frame comprising two spaced arms made of a first material of a 
predetermined thickness and each arm having a cutout therein receiving a the lockbar, 
where each cutout has an edge comprising a land portion for supporting the lockbar, 
which land portion is of a reduced thickness compared to the predetermined thickness 
of the arms to present a reduced surface area to the lockba r, the lockbar comprising a 
second material and each land portion of the edges of the c utouts presenting a 
relatively sharp edge such that as a load on the seat belt retractor frame increases 
during a crash of a vehicle the lands will penetrate the lockbar . 

2. (original) The frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor according to Claim 1 
wherein the edges of the cutouts in the arms of the seat belt retractor frame further 
comprise a second section which tapers away from the land portion and from the 
cutout. 

3. (original) The frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor according to Claim 2 
wherein the second section steps away from the land portion and from the cutout. 

4. (currently amended) The frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor according to 
Claim 1 wherein the fram e first material comprises pressed steel. 

5. (currently amended) The frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor according to 
Claim 2 wherein the fram e first material comprises pressed steel. 
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6. (currently amended) The frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor according to 
Claim 3 wherein the frame first material comprises pressed steel. 

7. (currently amended) The frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor according to 
Claim 4 assemb l ed w i th a lockbar formed from wherein the second material is a die- 
cast non-ferrous material. 

8. (currently amended) The frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor according to 
Claim 5 ass e mb le d w i th a lockbar formed from wherein the second material is a die- 
cast non-ferrous material. 

9. (currently amended) The frame for a vehicle seat belt retractor according to 
Claim 6 a s s e mbl e d w i th a l ockbar form e d from wherein the second material is a die- 
cast non-ferrous material. 

10. (currently amended) An assembly of a seat belt retractor frame and a 
lockbar, the seat belt retractor frame comprising two spaced arms made of a first 
material of a predetermined thickness and each arm having a cutout therein receiving a 
lockbar, where each cutout has an edge comprising a land portion for supporting the 
lockbar, which land portion is of a reduced thickness compared to the predetermined 
thickness of the arms to present a reduced surface area to the lockbar; and the lockbar 
is disposed adjacent to the land portions of the edges of the cutouts in the arms of the 
seat belt retractor frame and compr is ing comprises a rod made of a second material 
and having located at each end thereof a locking pawl with locking teeth, the lockbar 
being pivotable in the cutouts in the arms of the seat belt retractor frame , each land 
portion of the edges of the cutouts presenting a relatively sharp edge such that as a 
load on the seat belt retractor frame increases during a crash of a vehicle the lands will 
penetrate the rod of the lockbar . 

Page 3 of 6 



PAGE 316 1 RCVD AT 3/22/2005 1 1 :31 :41 AM (Hasten Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0€FXRF«1/2 1 DN1S:8729305 ' CSD:8634fi68+6130 1 DURATION (mrtws):01-56 



03/22/2005 12:42 



KEY SAFETY SYSTEM-LEGAL PATENTS -> US PTO 



NO. 708 G>04 



Application No. 10/683,705 

1 1 (original) The assembly of a seat belt retractor frame and a lockbar 
according to Claim 10 wherein the edges of the cutouts in the arms of the seat belt 
retractor frame further comprise a second section which tapers away from the land 
portion and from the lockbar. 

12. (original) The assembly of a seat belt retractor frame and a lockbar 
according to Claim 1 1 wherein the second section steps away from the land portion and 
from the cutout. 

13. (currently amended) The assembly of a seat belt retractor frame and a 
lockbar according to Claim 10 wherein the frame first material comprises pressed steel 
and the loektef second material comprises a die-cast non-ferrous material. 

14. (currently amended) The assembly of a seat belt retractor frame and a 
lockbar according to Claim 1 1 wherein the fr a m e first material comprises pressed steel 
and the l ockb a r second material comprises a die-cast non-ferrous material. 

15. (currently amended) The assembly of a seat belt retractor frame and a 
lockbar according to Claim 12 wherein the fr a me first material comprises pressed steel 
and the tockkar second material comprises a die-cast non-ferrous material. 
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16. (original) An assembly of a seat belt retractor frame and a lockbar, the seat 
belt retractor frame comprising two spaced arms made of pressed steel of a 
predetermined thickness and each arm having a cutout therein receiving a lockbar, 
where each cutout has an edge comprising a land portion for supporting the lockbar, 
which land portion is of a reduced thickness compared to the predetermined thickness 
of the arms to present a reduced surface area to the lockbar; and the lockbar 
comprising a die-cast non-ferrous material is disposed adjacent to the land portions of 
the edges of the cutouts in the arms of the seat belt retractor frame and comprising a 
rod having located at each end thereof a locking pawl with locking teeth, the lockbar 
being pivotable in the cutouts in the arms of the seat belt retractor frame t each land 
portion of the edges of the cutouts presenting a relatively sharp edge such that as a 
load on the seat belt retractor frame increases during a crash of a vehicle the lands wfll 
penetrate the rod of the lockbar. 

17 (original) The assembly of a seat belt retractor frame and a lockbar 
according to Claim 16 wherein the relatively sharp edges presented by the land portions 
of the edges of the cutouts in the arms of the seat belt retractor are made sharp by a 
second section which tapers away from the land portion and from the lockbar. 
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